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Integrating NRM into lear ning

Educators can enhance their teaching programs by applying for a Natural Resource Management (NRM)
Small Education Grant through the South West Catchments Council who have $30,000 still up for grabs
until September 2008.

SWCC acting chair Jan Star said this was an excellent opportunity for educators to obtain extra funding to
enhance |learning experiences for their students.

“We have had an excellent response from teachers all over the South West applying for additional funding.
Bridgetown High School and the WA College of Agriculturein Harvey are fine examples of how NRM is
being integrated into learning programs at a school level,” Ms Star said.

Bridgetown High School was granted over $5,000 for their “ Switch on to Sustainability” Project.

The high school developed a Sustainability Plan for the whole school and the next phase was to develop an
environmental management system using the BestFarms model to assist with goal setting and outcomes
towards several rea environmental targets for the school.

Funding at Bridgetown High School was used for rehabilitation at the Geegelup Brook in partnership with
the Blackwood Valley Landcare and the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes. Additionally, four students
were sent to Canberra for the Firestarter International River Health Conference.

The Harvey WA College of Agriculture also received a grant of over $5,000 in a project that was designed
to restore the creek so that it flowed back into the Harvey River with improved water quality.

Teacher Peter Gelmi praised students' efforts and said he was impressed with the enthusiasm that was
shown in the duration of the project.

“We are grateful to SWCC for providing us the opportunity to apply for funds — all the students were
involved in this process and eventually they will go back to their communities knowing how to go about
applying for funding,” he said.

All education institutions are eligible for the grant — even those who have previously applied, although
previous projects need to have been audited and the final report submitted before re-application.

If you have applied for your grants to attend the September WA Y outh Environment Conference, thereis
an option to apply for an additional $1000 towards this.

If interested in applying for an NRM Small Education Grant please go to'www .swcatchmentscouncil.com
for grant guidelines and applications or contact Rachael Reed on 9780 6268.

The NRM Small Education Grant isjointly funded by the Australian and West Australian Governments.
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SWCC is one of siatural Resource Management (NRM) Regin Western Australia

and part of the larger group of 56 Regions across all of Australia; put in place by the State
Government and the Australian Government to facilitate a community driven partnership
between all three levels of government in the mamamnt and delivery of NRM

programs and projects.

As part of this collaborative partnership, the Regions deliver the key jointly funded
programs by the State and Australian governments of the Natural Heritage Trust and the
National Action Plan (Water Qugt and

Salinity) through th&Regional Delivery Model.”

This unique, world first and recognised best practice model, places a greater level of
autonomy and engagement for regional communities to determine what the main natural
asset and environmental grities are; and importantly then empowers the community
through the Regional Group to research, develop management plans and also directly
deliver and manage works and investmengowund to sustain the environment and

natural resources for the commungtyod.



